July — August, 1953 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
URGES HELP FOR KOREA 


The Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, meeting August 5 to 9 in 
Geneva, Switzerland, noted, in regard to Korea, 
that “a way has been opened for an approach 
to the problems of political unification and 
effective rehabilitation by processes of negotia- 
tion and reconstruction.” The Committee, there- 
fore, urged the member churches to press their 
governments “to participate fully in all inter- 
governmental relief measures and themselves 
support, through Christian liberality, the relief 
committee of the National Christian Council of 
Korea in making its vital Christian contribution 
to the work of national reconstruction.’ Work- 
ing through the Department of Inter-church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, the Committee 
said it would seek “the widest possible co- 
Operation of member churches in working 
through churches in both South and North Ko- 
tea, always with the definitive understanding 
that distribution be in the hands of church 
agencies and the identity of the giving churches 
be freely disclosed. 


A second resolution authorized the Bishop of 
Chichester to send a letter of concern and in- 
quiry to the Czech government, concerning the 
recent trial and sentencing of four Czech Baptist 
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From the perspective of five years, we asked 
ecumenical leaders around the world to tell us 
“What the Ecumenical Movement Really 
Means.” Te Courier will publish a number of 
the replies. This is what Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, Vice Chairman of the Central Committee, 
told us: 
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done more to link men of many nations, 


international Christian movement has 


reconcile old enemies and lay a solid founda- 
tion for peace and brotherhood since World 
War II than any other force on earth. Ever 
the World Council 
1948, it has played a leading 


since of Churches was 
organized in 
role in this growing solidarity. Men of all 
races and continents are in its 161 churches 
in 46 nations. Year by year they are getting 
to know each other better and are learning 
to accept each other increasingly as members 
of one family of God. 

“Great reconstruction efforts in war-destroyed 
areas, brotherly inter-church aid, hard and 
systematic study of the Christian faith in the 
light of today, a patient search for agreement 
in beliefs and church practices, these are some 
of the major projects already undertaken by 
the World Council of Churches. Its spirit is 
its most important contribution of all.” 


BOOKS — 


That the World May Know by Charles W. 
Ranson (Friendship Press, 166 pp., $2.00.) 
Contemporary complexities and historical per- 
spective are the warp and woof from which the 
always highly readable general secretary of the 
International Missionary Council weaves a pic- 
ture of the Christian prospect for the days ahead. 
“No longer,” he says, “is the missionary enter- 
prise the outgoing of the ‘Christian West’ to the 
non-Christian world. It is essentially the out- 
going of a Church that is now world-wide, on 
a world front, to a world society that needs the 
gospel desperately.” 


The Unfinished Reformation by Charles Clay- 
ton Morrison (Harper & Bros., 236 pp., $3.00.) 
A great crusader for the cause of Christian unity 
sees the present-day ecumenical movement as 
carrying forward the vision of the early re- 
formers. 


Schism in the Early Church by 8. L. Green- 
slade (Harper & Bros., 247 pp., $3.75.) Dis- 
illusioning to those who cherish a picture of an 
early “undivided” church free of differences and 
dissensions. Heartening to those who search his- 
tory for guidance toward future unity. Appendix 
offers “Synopsis of Schisms” and a useful bibli- 
ography. 

God's Order by John A. Mackay (Macmillan, 
214 pp., $3.) Expounds the Epistle to the Ephe- 
Sians, as the most “contemporary” book in the 
Bible and a revelation of the spiritual unity 
which God wills for his Church and which 
thereby becomes a part of the basic order of 
the Universe. 


John R. Mott: Architect of Co-operation and 
Unity by Galen M. Fisher (Association Press, 
214 pp., $3.50.) A great ecumenical leader's 
work in many ecumenical organizations. 


The Church Under Communism, the Second 
Report of the Commission on Communism ap- 
pointed by the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. (Philosophical Library, 79 pp., 
$2.75.) Analyzes the threat to the West, prob- 
lems of life in under-developed countries, and 
the relation of Church and State. 
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Major Voices in American Theology by David 
Wesley Soper (Westminster Press, 217 pp. 
$3.50.) Lives and writings of Edwin Lewi 
Reinhold Niebuhr, Nels F. S. Ferre, Paul Tillich, 
H. Richard Niebuhr, Robert L. Calhoun. 


Missions Under the Cross edited by Norm. 
Goodall, secretary International Missio 
Council (Friendship Press, 250 pp., $2.75.) 
Major speeches delivered at the 1952 meeti 
of the LM.C. in Willingen, Germany. 


They Dare to Believe by Robert M. Bartl 
( Association Press, 158 pp., $2.00.) Profiles of 
seventeen outstanding citizens of the world 
among them Dibelius, Berggrav, von Thaddet 
Toynbee. 


Where’er the Sun by Samuel H. Moffet 
(Friendship Press, 118 pp., $2.00.) An assess 
ment of world-wide Protestanism, guiding t 
reader among the Christian groups in Indi 
Thailand, China, Japan, and the Pacific Islan 
and providing a detailed look at Christian move 
ments in Africa, Latin America and even part 
of Europe and North America. 


The Christian Society by Stephen Neill (H 
per & Bros., 328 pp., $3.50.) Latest volume in 
the Library of Constructive Theology serie 
under the general editorship of Dr. W. R 
Matthews. The history of the Christian Churck 
from the time of Christ to the middle of thi 
Twentieth Century. 


The American Church edited by Vergili 
Ferm (Philosophical Library, 480 pp., $5.00.) 
Sketches of 22 major church groups which co 
tribute to Protestant life in the US. Th 
sketches, by competent scholars, present th 
European background of each group, and trac: 
the development into American churches a 
today. 


What I Saw in Europe by Victoria Boot 
Demarest (Vantage Press, 160 pp., $2.75.. 
Based on letters of this outstanding evangelis 
to her friends and family. 
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The Life and Task of the Church Around the 
World by Theodore Romig (Friendship Press, 
48 pp., paper 50¢.) An “adult guide” with sug- 
gestions for study, discussion, programs, in 
stimulating, compact, usable form. 


_ Footprints in Travancore, an attractive, illus- 
trated, 50-page report of the Third World Con- 
ference of Christian Youth, held in South India, 
December 11-25, 1952. Available from the office 
of the W.CC., 50¢. 


_ One in Christ, a new, attractive ten-page 
folder which tells what the International Mis- 
sionary Council is and how it performs its 
world-wide responsibilities. Lists member or- 
ganizations, officers, etc. Available from Inter- 
national Missionary Council, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. Free. 


Discovering the Bible by Suzanne de Dietrich, 
lecturer at the Ecumenical Institute, Celigny, 
Switzerland, reproduces in abridged form (96 
pages) the guide to Bible study originally pub- 
lished in 1942 by the World Student Christian 
Federation. The present edition is intended espe- 
cially for youth leaders. Available from the 
“World Council of Christian Education, 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York, at 50¢ each, 38¢ in 
F lots of 20. 


“The Refugee and the United Nations” is an 
“article by Dr. Elfan Rees taking up the entire 
‘issue of the monthly publication International 
Conciliation published by the Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace (June 1953). Dr. 
Rees probably knows more about the refugee 
problem than any person alive. He is the refugee 
_ Specialist for the Commission of the Churches 
"on International Affairs, Church World Service, 
@and the World Council of Churches, Depart- 
ment of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refu- 
"gees. He also served with UNRRA and has 
' worked closely with the U.N. High Commis- 
_ sioner on Refugee Affairs and with other inter- 

governmental and voluntary agencies. The arti- 
_ cle tells who the refugees are and what part the 
_ United Nations and national governments have 
- and should have in helping solve the problems 
of “The Century of the Homeless Man.” 


ia — and other reading matter 


New Edition 


World Christian Handbook by E. J. Bingle 
and Kenneth G. Grubb (World Dominion 
Press, London, First publication 1949. Second 
edition, 389 pp., $5.00.) It comprises eight 
comprehensive articles on church developments 
throughout the world; church statistics from 
many nations; and directories of ecumenical 
organizations, missions and denominational 
agencies in many countries. 


For Children 


Alice in Bibleland by George Wills (Philo- 
sophical Library, 54 pp., $2.75.) A delightful 
book written in dialogue form about a 13-year- 
old’s venture into the interpretation of the Bible. 


The Round Window by Elizabeth Allstrom 
(Friendship Press, 128 pp., cloth $2.00, paper 
$1.25.) From his own Sunday school with its 
symbolic “round window,” this book of short 
stories takes a child on a journey to many dif- 
ferent lands, promoting a sense of sharing. 


Making the World Church a Part of Family 
Life, a leaflet telling how important it is for 
children to know about the activities of the 
Church as a world-wide active force today. 
Available from the Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service, The Methodist Church, Literature 
Headquarters, 7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati 
37, Ohio, 5¢ each or 25 for $1.00. 


Five Year Summary 


The World Council of Churches will be five 
years old on August 23rd. A twelve-page release 
giving a survey of what has been happening and 
how the Council has developed in those first 
five years is available from the World Council 
of Churches New York headquarters. Ten cents 
to cover mailing costs, please. 
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The Hymn Society of America invites sub- 
mission of new hymns suitable for use during 
the World Council’s Second Assembly in Evans- 
ton, Hl., August 15-31, 1954. Hymns should be 
sent to the Society’s offices at 297 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10. Whether or not the selected 
hymns find a place in the Assembly program, 
the Society intends to publish them. 


* * * 


President Eisenhower has nominated, and the 
Senate has confirmed, the appointment of a 
Lutheran clergyman as U.S. Ambassador to 
Ethiopia. He is the Rev. Dr. Joseph Simonson, 
who had been serving as executive secretary of 
the Division of Public Relations of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. 


(Continued from page 1) 


leaders. These four men are reported by the 
Czech authorities to have pleaded guilty that 
they acted as spies for the World Baptist Alli- 
ance and the American Baptist Convention, who, 
it is charged, used their reports for political 
purposes. The American Baptists have given 
generously for the reconstruction and support 
of their sister churches in Czechoslovakia. This 
is being interpreted as being in the pay of the 
monopolies — especially of Rockefeller! The 
churchmen were condemned for from five to 
eighteen years in prison, deprived of citizen 
rights and their property confiscated. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 
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The Agape Fellowship initiated by the stu 
dents and faculty of San Francisco Theologica 
Seminary at St. Anselmo, Calif., is being ad. 
ministered in cooperation with the Ecumenica, 
Scholarship Exchange. The first recipient of the 
award, Mr. Abdul-Masih Istafanous, of Egypt 
will spend the academic year 1953-54 on the 
St. Anselmo campus. The Ecumenical Scholar 
ship Exchange provides his travel expenses ana 
the Agape Fellowship his tuition and mainte 
nance. 


* * > 


In an address to the members of the Associa 
tion of Council Secretaries, at their annua 
meeting at Lake Geneva, Wisc. (June 21-27) 
Dr. Walter S. Muelder, Dean of Boston Univer 
sity School of Religion, said: 


“The Ecumenical Movement . . . is an ii 
strument of cultural transformation in the i 
terest of Christian hope and a Christ-like work 
It is inevitable that the Ecumenical Moveme 
should be plagued by all the cultural cross c 
rents of our time. Religion is so basic to 
whole inner life of culture that we must ex 
the Church to experience its heartbreaks as we 
as its hopes. The Christian mission is one ne 
only of personal redemption but of culturs 
transformation.” 


> * * 


Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, executive secretan 
of the Friends of the World Council of Church 
was elected a life member of the Association q 
Council Secretaries. 


SEC. 34.65(e), PL. & R., 
U. S. POSTAGE. 


PAID # 
New York, N. Y. 
Permit No. 3103 — 


~ Queen Salote Tupu, a devout Christian, mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church, and Queen of the 
Tonga Islands, paid a formal visit to the Ecu- 
menical Institute, Celigny, Switzerland, on July 
15. The Queen, accompanied by her daughter-in- 
Waw, Princess Mata’aho, by the wife of the Brit- 
ush Consul in Tonga, and by the British Consul- 
WGeneral in Geneva, was received by Dr. W. A. 
Wisser ‘t Hooft, General Secretary of the World 
puncil, and by Professor Hendrik Kraemer, 
PDirector of the Institute. 


‘Queen Salote (who endeared herself to the 
world during the Coronation by refusing to 
ower the roof of her carriage in the procession 
fn spite of a downpour) was interested in hear- 
img about the work of the Institute—which is 
seeking to become a “greenhouse” for ecumeni- 
}al Christians all over the world. In a brief 
ddress to the students, the Queen described the 
bart which the Christian community and Chris- 
an missions must play in the service of the 
ord of the Church, in which all are one. Only 
1 Christ, she said, could the solution to the 
problem of peace in the world be found. 
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She told how she 
and other Christians 
in Tonga had prayed 
for the Constituent 
Assembly of the 
World Council at 
Amsterdam in 1948, 
and said 


that ever 
since she had con- 
tinually interceded 


for the work of inter- 
church understanding 
in the world. Speak- 
ing directly to her 
“brothers and sisters 
here present,” she 
urged them to be 
truly valiant Chris- 
tians and, in both 
East and West, wit- 
nesses to their com- 
mon Lord. 


CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


When the devastating floods hit Kyushu, 
Japan’s southernmost island, leaving hundreds 
dead, a million homeless and untold damage, 
Christian concern showed itself through quick 
action by religious relief organizations. 

An on-the-spot assessment of the damage and 
of the most acute needs was sent, through the 
Rev. Hallam C. Schorrock, Jr., World Council 
of Churches’ representative in Japan, to World 
Council and Church World Service headquarters. 
Then the wheels of Christian mercy began to 
turn. The first shipment of 165,000 vitamins 
(out of a million to be sent) was rushed to the 
disaster area by Church World Service. These 
vitamins are a special formula designed and 
made for CWS, for use in areas of emergency 
relief. Pan American Airways offered to carry 
the vitamins across the Pacific free of charge. 
The Japanese International Christian Service 
Committee, which is an agency for CWS in 
Japan, arranged for their distribution. 

American churches, through CWS, also sent 
100,000 pounds of powdered skim milk, 30,000 
pounds of powdered whole milk, about 50,000 
pounds of clothing and $9,000 in cash. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the World Council of 
Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie 
Thomas Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, 
editor. The Council unites 161 Anglican, Ortho- 
dox and Protestant communions in 46 countries. 
Neither the COURIER nor the World Council of 
Churches is responsible for opinions quoted in 
its columns. 
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Newspaper Comment 
Backs Bishop Oxnam 


Newspapers across the country have reported 
and editorialized on the open hearing which 
Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam requested 
of the House un-American Activities Commit- 
tee in answer to its charges of Communist affilia- 
tions. The comment in the press was over- 
whelmingly behind Bishop Oxnam and _ his 
spirited defense and counter-attack during the 
public hearing. Here are excerpts from typical 
comments: 


San Francisco Chronicle 

“The evils he has suffered from and the 
wrongs he complained of will disappear from 
the American scene when more Americans like 
G. Bromley Oxnam put aside their fears or their 
indifference and tell the censors and super- 
patriots and self-conceived monopolists of loy- 
alty, that they will no longer take it lying down.” 


Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal 

“The two-fisted counter-attack by Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam on the House un-American 
Activities Committee points the way for that 
body to mend its ways and get on the right 
track.” 
Philadelphia Bulletin 

“Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, after weeks of 
being subjected to charges that he was a Com- 
munist sympathizer, wrung from the House 
un-American Activities Committee a unanimous 
report that the committee had no record of 
Communist affiliations by the Bishop. . . .” 
New York Times 

"In his statement to the House un-American 
Activities Committee, Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam of the Methodist Church performed a 
public service by exposing in clear terms and 
with specific examples the kind of un-American 
tactics that the committee has followed. . . . 
The committee clearly came off second best in 
its clash with Bishop Oxnam.” 

* * * 


Dr. Charles Ranson, general secretary of the 
International Missionary Council, is on a six 
months’ visit overseas. He will be in Great 
Britain, on the Continent and in India. 


©. F. Nolde in Korea 
During Truce Talks | 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Go! 
mission of the Churches on International ¢ 
fairs, flew to Korea on a mission of goodw 
as a CCIA representative, during the truce ta; 
between the Republic of Korea’s Preside 
Syngman Rhee and Walter Robertson, an assi 
ant Under-Secretary of State for the Unit 
States. 

Dr. Nolde had a long talk with Preside 
Rhee in Seoul on July 3, during the course: 
which he explained the position of the CC 
and its constituents in their support of evs 
effort promptly to secure an honorable truce. 
assured Mr. Rhee of their continuing comm 
ment to the unification of Korea and of th 
unfailing interest in Korean problems in _ 
days ahead. =~ 

Dr. Nolde also talked with Mr. Robertson ¢ 
with Christian leaders in Seoul and Pusan. — 

It is felt that the presence of a CCIA re 
sentative on the scene at that strategic time 
an evidence of Christian concern and may hi 
been a factor in promoting the atmosplt 
which made the later agreement possible. 
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Attend W.C.C. Meetings 
in Switzerland 


Among Americans who are going to Gene 
Switzerland, for World Council of Chura 
meetings during the summer of 1953 are: H 
O. V. Anderson, La Grange, Ill.; Dr. Roswel: 
Barnes, New York City; Professor John C 
man Bennett, New York City; Rev. Rober 
Bilheimer, Lynbrook, L.I.; Dr. George W. Bu 
ner, Indianapolis, Ind.; Mr. Tilford E. Duc 
Washington, D.C.; Professor George Florow 
New York City; Dr. Franklin C. Fry, N 
Rochelle, N.Y.; Rev. Cameron P. Hall, Gar 
City, L.L; Dr. James W: Kennedy, Lexing; 
Ky.; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Washing 
D.C.; Mr. Charles C. Parlin, Englewood, 
Rev. Richard C. Smith, Berkeley, Calif.; | 
Anna C. Swain, Craigville-on-Cape Cod, M! 
Mr. Charles P. Taft, Cincinnati, Ohio; Dr. F 
W. Tomkins, Washington, Conn.; Canon J 
Wedel, Washington, D.C. 
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